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SHORT ACCOUNT, 


\ 


In the ‘ye 1788, a member of the General Bap- 
tift Church at Canterbury, experienced himfelf im- 
prefled with ardent defires to get the gofpel of the | 
bleffed Jefus preached at the place of his nativity, a vil- | 
. lage called Sturry, about two miles from Canterbury ; 
and confidering that one of the worthy paftors of the 
fociety before mentioned, was almoft incapacitated for 
preaching, by reafon of ficknefs and age,~ and that the 
other was fully employed, yeturned his thoughts — 
towards Mr. Wefley’s Minifters, and inclined him 
apply to the Affiftant Preacher at Canterbury, and. to, 
_ propofe the licencing. and fitting up of a building, 
provided he and his fellow Minifters would preach 
_ there ; to which he acceded. The building was accord- 
_ ingly licenfed July 15, 1788; but, from the feveral cir- — 
cumftances that took place, ,it appears it was not the ~ 
will of the Lord that the work fhould be carried on by 
the Minifters before mentioned ; for the occupier of the 
building was not able to find a market for the goods it 
contained, though the time was come when he expected 
it, and when there was annually a great demahd for fuch 
commodities ; this prevented any thing being done at that — 
juncture; and when, towards the latter end of October 
a market offered, and the place was about to be cleared 
and fitted up, that imprudent fpeech Mr. Weiley made 
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at Sevenoaks, againft the Baptits, which occafioned their _ 
friend to write a Vindication of them, caufed a eeny 


in the Methodifts that fruftrated the defign. 


Things continued in this fituation for fome months, 


‘. whey about the beginning of September, 1789, the 
-perfon determined to commit the cafe to the Lord, which 


he did- for fome weeks, by fervent application to the 


‘throhe of grace, agreeable to that paflage which fays, 


*¢ Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harveft, that he will | 
fend forth labourers into his harveft.” Matt. ix. 38. And_ 
on the evening of the zoth day of October, after. 


prayer, he propofed to fpend the firft part of the 


- next day infafting and prayer, | for the defired blefling ; : 


but in the morning, finding himfelf poorly, he declined 


the former, bur perfevered in the latter. ‘In the after 


part of the day, he wrote the createlt part of a letter to a_ 


_ friend to enquire after a Minifter that he had heard was 


likely to be at liberty, but before he had concluded it, a 
perfon from Ramigate gave’ him the following. 
tion :-— 


the Bofton packet, which had on board: a Minit. 


ter of the gofpel, going to America, had proceeded on 

her voyage as far as the Nels, but was driven back 

to the Downs by a ftorm, and from thence got into 
Harbour to repair the damage fuftained. 


‘I hat the Minifler, being poorly in health, had taken 


lodgings at Ramfgate, defiring thé Captain to let him | 


: know when the veficl would be ready to fail; but, the 


Captain being an American, and not expecting to come 


to this country again, took an opportunity of failing 


away without him, taking all his goods, books and ap- 
parel, excepting what he had on his back, and a fhirt, 
ftock and pair of ftockings, then at the wather-woman’s, 
though he had informed the Minifter the day befote, that 
he could not fail on’ the morrow. In confequence of 
this procedure, the Minifter was then gone to Dover or 
Folkftone, to enquire if the st) nips not be off the 
7 Nels; 
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Nefs; and ‘if be did not find it there, was to return to 
Ramfgate as next day, in order to go by a to 
London, 
Upon this, the before mentioned defifted from 
- finifhing his letter, and thinking the Lord had anfwered 
his prayer, he determined to fet ‘off the next, morning 
for Ramfgate, which he accordingly did; but calling at 
Mr. Kingsford’s at Sturry, and finding Mr. Philpot, 
from Dover, there, he juft informed him of the intent 
of his journey, and departed for Ramfgate; but hearing 
the Minifter was not come back from Dover, he thought 
it advifeable to return to Canterbury that evening, and 
to go to Dover the next day, defiring- his Ram/{gate 
friends to fend the Minifter to his -houfe, thould he mi(s- 


him. but the Muinifter returned that: day from Folk- x 


tone to Dover, in company with the Rev, Mr. Atwood, 
a who obferving a drunken abufive fellow in the ftreet, a 
little beyond Mr. Philpot’s hoafe, ‘was thereby induced — 
to go in to avoid the man, when Mr. Atwood happening © - 
to mention the name of his companion, Mr. Philpot 
informed him of what he had heard that morning at. 
Sturry, and perfuaded the Minifter to’go by the coach 
that evening to Canterbury, which he did, and arrived at 
the friend’s houfe who had been to Ramfgate to feek 
_ Kim, about an hour after his return from that place, to 
the no fm ll joy and comfort of the perfon. 

Several more circumitances of a like nature, ten- 
ded with thefe. to incline them to think, that the 
$f Lord had his way in the whirlwind, and in the ftorm.”” 
Nah. i. 3. And that it was his pleafure to prevent this 
Miniter from going to America, and to fend him to 
Canterbury to begin a work in that country, which we 
hope will prove a blefling to many precious fouls, and 
continue as long as the fun and the moon endureth. 
~ Upon his arrival, his friend informed him of his in- | 
tentions, invited him to ftop with him and preach the 
sofpel and the Minifier on confidering that there ap- 
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| 
more than chance in the various. 
is complex circumiftances that brought him there, confented. | 
to ftop for. one month, or longer, if it fhould ap~ 

pear to be the will of the Lord. | 

Upon which his friend exerted himfelf | to prepare ‘the 
a building at Sturry, before mentioned, and a defk being 
_ made and feats provided, | the Minifter preached a lec- 


efi) tae there on Friday evening, October : fi 1789, and the : 
et |. place was nearly, filled with people. ae 
Lord’s day evening, he ini to a crowded 


and attentive audience; and as foon jas convenient a— 
pulpit was. provided, and the. up fuitable to 
its fituation. 
‘Soon after, a was eftablithed on. 
|| evening, at the Baptift, Meeting at Canterbury, to be. 
preached tm by the fame Minifter; and by his often 
||. preaching there on a Lord’s. day, one of their Paftors 
Was, at liberty to affift in preaching at Sturry, 
making.a change, rendered it more agreeable and ufeful. 
| April 16, 1790, his friend. hired and. licenfed a 
Jarge room. at Boughton, aed on the he 
preaching, leGtures there. 

the fame time Mr. "Thoma: Chriftopher, 
young, Miinifter. at, Broad{fairs in, the | 

was induced, to, forfake . his Calvinittic fentiments and: 

join in this conneStion, upon which his. friend bought a. 
piece of ground,.and built a meeting-houfe there, which 
opened on the 20th of te by the. 
to: a, Society of. Calvinifis at. London, was engaged to 
tel t | affift brother Dexter, during the winter feafon, when the 
Meeting. at Stelling, built by: their was 


which the late Mr. Wefley. fent:,out ‘to’ preach, being, 
| 


-jtinerant’ Preacher, and was fhortly after accepted. 


PERSECUTIONS. 


HESE were to be expected, 
-predi@tions of the blefled Jefus. Many of the podr 


people were menaced by thofe who called themfelves 


their betters ; and, fome of their threats were actually — 
executed, and they fuffered fome trifling loffes for the 
fake. One of our moft zealous. friends’ was 
ftopped and infulted feveral times ; and various attempts 
were made to create confufion when we were met for’ 


gofpel’s 


divine worfhip ; but nothing gavé. fo’ much offence as 


the profeffion of the Ordinance of Believer’s Baptifn 


upon this they chiefly exercifed their wit and raillery— 
they mocked, by talking of dipping of animals—rhymes. 
and fongs were made upon it; and they endeavoured by 


various means to reprefent it in the moft ridiculous light; | 


nay, they appeared to be exceeding mad againft it; and 
on this account feveral of our friends fuffered much, for. 


the iron hand of violence was “hot wihben by fome of 


their perfecutors, 


Thoughts on the amg of thefe circumiances gave 


rife to the following obfervations ,. 


As that which is highly efteemed 4 is 


abomination i in the fight of God.” Luke xvi. 15, Even 


fo that which is highly efteemed by God, is had in 
abomination in the fight of mien; for no ordinance was 
ever fo highly honored and efteemed. by God as Bap- 
tifm, as may be proved by obferving, that the Son of — 


God honored it by being “ baptized.of John: in the 


river Jordan.” Mark i.g. Andas foon as he was come 
up ‘* out of the wattr, Jo, the heavens were opened.” A 


it was honored blefled fpirit of God, which 
defcending 
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Tike a dove, refted ‘upon And 
the F ather honored it by a voice from Heaven, faying, 
This i is my beloved Son, in whom am well pleafed.” 
_ Matt, ii, 16, 17. Sothat the Father, Son, and Holy 
~ Spirit moft glorioufly honored this ordinance of water 
‘Deptifin ; ; while on the contrary, the. fcornful. indignation — 
with which’ fome profeffors, the derifion and mockery, | 
the malice and enmity with which the world {peaks ‘of 
‘it, and thofe that have honored it by following the 


“example and obeying the command of the lovely Jetusy 


And the revilings and pérfecutions they meet with, fuf-~ 


ficiently prove, that. no divine ordinance was ever fa 


highly difhonored, nor fo lightly efteemed by men. | 
“The fpirituality of the ordinance of Baptifm will ap= 


prey from the following particulars: Firft, It was the’ 
blefied God who fent John to baptife. Johni. 33, 


- Secondly, The Holy Spirit of God, and alfo the Father, 


a Soit, condefcended to celebrate this ordinance’ in 


that extraordinary and glorious manner before 
lated, which we cannot believe they would haye done, if | 
it had been only a carnal ordinance. 

“Thirdly, This baptifm was commanded and continued 


in the grand commiffion given by the bleffed Jefus to 
his difciples, when he to ‘be with them, 


€ven unto’ the end of the world. « Go,” fays he, 
teach, or preach, and baptize.” XXViii. 200 
Mark xvi.16. And they accordingly did fo, as we may 

read |in the Aé&ts. And'every one of his true Minifters 
come ot with his full commiffion to teach and baptize 
and ‘they may be faid to_be only partfy teachers, or to. 
be commiffioned by men, who pretend to come out 
with a part of thjs commiffion, viz. To teach and not 
to baptize. And alfo to teach men to ‘obferve_ more 
things than Jefus hath commanded. They. come 


dat io a& the part or parts, which are. moft 
to the Or who. commiffioned 
them, 


curt 
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heard the word,, Peter commanded them to b; 


were filled with, the holy fpirit in, a, moft extraordinary, 
manner, ongof them, ftdod up and exhorted bis hearers, 
be baptized.” Acts ii. 38... And it appears that the 
fame bleffed {pirit font. Philip to teach,and, baptize the 
Eunuch. Ads viii, And afterwards Peters to Cor-.. 
nelius, And, when the Holy Ghoft fell. on thei 


Acts X= 19s: 44947» From. this. Jatt inflance.in, 
_ particular it may be feen that the Holy Ghoft again hon. 
nored this diving ordinance of the Father and.Son, and) 
ftand forth as the divine witnefs to. the fpiri- 
tuality and neceflity of the ordinance, becaule it was 
poured out upon Cornelius and his friends batase 
Peter commanded them to be baptized. 
Fifthly, The Scripture st of ite: 
fpiritual fignificancy, The Apoftle fays, we are ‘* Bap- 
tized into his death ;” that is, into. a belief that Jefus, 
Chrift died for us, and. as he publicly took up his crof 
our crofs, fuffer fhame, and die unto Gn for him; there-. 
fore we are buried with him by baptifm untordeath, &c. 


Rom. vi. ae It fignifies our being buried with 


Chrift, and, rifing to. newnels of lifes Cob 
Our being baptized into Chrilt, and pwting.on Chrift,”” 
Gal, ili, 27. [tis called the anfwer of a.good confeience 
towards God,’’ Petes, 21. In.fhort, the, wathing” 
Now as thefe paiticuiare fally pr prove that i isa 
divine.and {piritual ordinance-fo the enmity, Se, memi-. 
oned before, which fome profeffors, and: the generality of 
the world. manifeft againtt it, fully. proves that their minds , 
are carnal, agreeable to the declarations of:the snfpired. 
Apoftle, whe fays, the.carnal mind is..enmity againit 
God.” Roms viii..7.. The natural man receiveth 
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not the things of | the Spirit of God, for ap are fool- 
ifhnefs unto him; neither can he know them, becaule 
they are fpiritually.difcerned.” 1 Cor. ii, hen 
| And from thefe obfervations we may. learn the shies: 
why fo «many thew fuch enmity againft Believers Bap- 
tifin'; it is becaufe that is fpiritual, and they are carnal ; 
they look only to the outward means ufed .in this divine 
ordinance... They, never did ‘know, and, by reafon. of 
‘their prejudices they cannot difcern the inward fpirituality 
of it; therefore it is foolithnefs to them, and they eX> 
ercife all their) fpight and enmity againft it, 
> At Boughton a perfon/ was heard to fay, he fhould 
come to our place of worfhip and kick up a duft, and 
jhe was as good as his word, for, February 6, 1791, he 
came, with. feveral of his coinpanions, and by their 
riotous behaviour, obliged the Miniter to leave 
3 and the audience to depart. 

To prevent fuch proceedings in. we were 
viled by many to procure a warrant and apprehend the 
_ principal difturber, which was done, and he being con-— 
_ vidted, and liable to the penalty of the law, he defired 
the matter might be ‘mitigated, which was confented tc, 
on his agreeing to pay the conftable’s expences (which 

were about fifty fhillings) and afking ene: in the ‘A 
hewfpapers, which he did. 

At Broadftairs, fome malicious perfon. or perfonsy 
threw fome brickbats through the windows, which, to- 
gether with the various perfecutions we endured, and the 
fories, flanders, lies, and. calumnies, that were propa- 
gated, occafioned the letter Som. which the “ieee 

lam not: forry to hear ome ‘evil difpofed 
have broke the window's of the meeting-houfe at Broad- 
, fairs ; I think ‘we fhould not be in a hurry to repair 
: them while the weather continues warm, as the fizht 
“may make ufeful impreflions on the minds of fome of the 

| inhabitants, ‘It may be productive of good,. and I truft 
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will, for we know the Lord has often permitted the 


wicked to exercife their wrath to.a/ certain degree, and 


then has reftrained it, and drawn good. out of what tas. 
paft, to the greateft benefit of his church and people. 
Indeed we have very great reafon to fly: unto the. Lord 


as a refuge, and to put our truft in him, for I perceive” 
that the world ftorms, threatens, and breaks our win-. 
dows ; that fome of the eftablifhment, who profefs to have . 
come out of ths world, reprefent ours as a doéctrine of 
ignorance, ftubbornnefs, infolence, arrogance, highway- | 


murderous, damnable, blafphemy, deftructive, har- 
dening, a help to popery, and devilith.” That the Roman. - 


Catholicks fay we are out of the pale of their chureh, 
and therefore cannot be faved. ‘That fome of the Pref- 
byterians reprefent us and our do<ctrine-as {pringing from 
fuch ‘as ‘they fay are wicked men. Some of the Inde- 
pendents fay we,are heretical, and therefore they cannot. 


with us God fpeed. Some of the Calvinift! judge and. 


condemn us; and fay’ we mut be damined, &c. 


Welley fays we had better cut a perfon’s throat than 


trouble him about Baptifm, for it is fending him to hell. 
and perdition.. From all which it appears that we are 
in a fimilar ftuation with thofe primitive Baptifts, Peter 
and his brethfen: The world and the. profeffors ‘of 
godlinefs at that time, viz. the High Prieft and Priefts, 
Saducees and Lawyers, Scribes and Pha ifees, perfecuted. 


and treated them with the utmoft contempt ; even fo the 


world and jome of its prefent profeflors of godlinefs, now 


do us. They called their way of worlhip herefy.” 
xxiv. 14. So do thefe ours, ** They were faid to 
a fe& every where fpoken againft.”. Acts. xxviii. 22) 


So are we, §* They were defamed, and accounted as 


_ the offscouring of all things.” 1 Cor. iv, 13. So are we 


prove. 
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off His head. ‘Mark vi. 27. Herod’s” 
in’ perfecution’ were'the Prieft of the. 
-eftablified church’ of Judea, ** who ‘réjeCted the counfel 
of God ‘agdinit themfeves, not béing baptized.” Luke 
vil, Yo. It appedfs that they were ¢ofifented with being 
. citedicifed in ‘their infancy, they did ‘not like to be 
tidied’ about’ baptifm;, and perfeeuted thofe that did. 
‘Crodifying even" the bleffed Jefus, Who ‘was baptized. 
by John ih the fiver Jordan, When'li¢ Wis about 30 years 
Matt. And When the’ difeiples in’ com- 
‘iplianee with’ his command ‘thet  commiffion) 


| Matt.» xxviii. © Mark xvii 16. had: baptized 
At believers, and received them ipto the charch, they” 
And ‘after thé “difciples had this doétrine 
“ahd Philip had buptizéd a number 


Men and women Samatiay “and the Eunuch,‘on 
| thé road’ to Gutay AGs. viii. Phen the High Priett 
“pfttited letters ‘td ‘Saul, to ethpower him to bring all 
that he fhall find of this Way, Whether they were mén 
women, boufid “td: (nd mention made 
children, bécauf€ there was hone baptized) Acts 
But heré thé Lord interfered) “and Saul, the 
| péflecutot of the Byptifis, was converted, and became 
Baptift, vérfe, and then fe’ Was perfecuted in 
Wis tort, by his’ infant cireumcifing’ brethiten, fee 23d 
the of théfe advocates for infant 
havé continued -at various titnes 
‘to pérfeetite our predetcfiors, and our- 
félves Gown thie prefent thie, “As the nufiibers who 
have “been! imprifondd, harigeds and ‘tied’ back to back; 
“and downed in’ who'liave béeh 
wiarderéd in F rafiee, tnd other ¢ 
have been fined, imprifoned and burnt in England, ifr thé 
feign of Edwatd VI. Efieubeth; the Faties’s 
| mene 
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mentioned it the firlt part of nay 
And if|we may form: a judgment. of their:difpofitions. 
from their prefent, conduc referred to, it appéirs 
that we. fhould meet with Very :Jittle: better. treatment: 
from thein,..than ouf ptedéceflors, from theirs; if 
God had not given us a.milderfovéreigh: But biefled: 


be our God, we ftill exift as a church of Chrift and his 


glorious truths and ordinances are ftill maintained among 
us; and tho’ we are only, a little, flock, as the 
true church always was, Luke xii. 32. yet we 
may Be certtin’ “ that thé gates of Kell never 
prevail againft Mat, 18) © But int 
God's own come er of the 
the Beloved} 
And let thee’ and itt the 
potpely us to perfévere, ad’ add to our faith 
virtad, cduragé; or magnanimity, that We may Beat 
under all thefe trials with’ truly fortifudes> 
enduring hardnefs as good foldiers-of Jefus Chrift—re- 
_membering that he hath faid The fervant is not greater — 
his Lot; “If they have perfecuted meé, they will allo 
perfeoute you—if they have kept.my. fayingy they will 
keep yours alfo—if the world hate you, ye know that it 
hated me before. it hated you—if, ye were,of the world, — 
the world would Jove its own, but becaufe, ye are not of; 
the. world, but chofem you out of the worlds, 
therefore the world hateth you.” John xv. 20. 18/490), — 
we fuffer.we.fhall alfo reign with him.” 2 Tim. it 12. 
if we are faithful unto death, he will give us a crown 
of life.” Rev. 20. And like: Paul,. we count all 
things but lofs for the excellency of, the knowledgé of 
Chrift Jefas. our.Lord; and cheerfully fuffer the. lofs. 
all things, if calledto ity and count themdung; that; 
we inay win ,Chrifty and be found in himy not having 
our own, righteoufnels, or any thing like infant 
cifion, to truft to, which is of the law, bat that which. 
is through the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnels which is 
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“of God by faith. Phil. iti 96; ds. For thus it bes 
cometh >us to: fulfil all Matt. iii. 15. 
That fo we may know-him and. the: power of his 
-yefurreGtion, andthe. fellowthip. of his. being | 
‘made conformable unto his. death,” Phil. iii..10. 


| 


"SUCCESS. 


ay and Tuefday evenings—hearers continue much the fame. 


Ce) 


| from darknefs to light, from the power of Satan to’ 
tha ring: God: and by the blefling of the Lord on thefe . 
exertions, about thirty perfons have been induced to join — 
the General Baptift. Churches in this part of the county ;_ 


apd,we have reafon to believe that.a good work is begun 
in feveral more, which we 5, 


“STATE OF THE CASE, 21, 


“New Meeting-Houfe at Stelling—preaching on 
Lord’s day—increafing i in hearers. 

- A’ building fitted in a convenient manner, at Sind’ 
on Lord’s day and Thurfday evenings—the 


A room at Lord’s day 


Anew Meeting-Houfe 


Lord's day, well attended. 


‘Preaching at Faverfham on Monday evening, 


Es rently with but little probability of fuccefs. 


Asa convenient room, for preaching, could not be 
obtained, at Hearn, a 


a for, to be finithed 
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C35 
“MINISTERS, 


ATTH EW Dexter--Thomas Chriftopher--} ames 
Porter—occafionally affifted by feveral Minifters, 


The intent of publifhing this brief: account, is to pre=- 
fent it to fuch as the Lord has bleffed with plenty, and ge- 
nerous hearts to ufe the fame to his glory, and the gdod — 
of poor ignorant finners ; that being acquainted with the 
cafe, they. may. enjoy the pleafure of contributing their 
mite, and of being inftrumental in the hand of the Lord, 
in refcuing fome of the thoufands of perifhing fouls from 
the worft of evils here, and eternal mifery hereafter; 
every one of which, in the eftimation of the FRIEND 

OF SINNERS, is of more value than the whale 
world; “ For what fhall it profit a man if he gain the 


whole world and lofe his own foul.’”” Mark vill, 36. 
_ As the fubfcriptions inéreafe more Minifters willbe 


employed, and the work extended—the receipts and dif 
- burfements—the ftate of the cafe, &c. will be publifhed 
at the end of every year, and fent to the fubfcribers. 


Subfcriptions forwarded to STEPHEN LOWDELL,. 


Efq. No. 34, Southwark -park, London; or to WILLIAM . 
KINGSFORD, - Canterbury, will be gratefully re-. 
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